my indisposed part her faculties, not to the best espoused
parts shew it beauty of Angels, of Musicke, of Spheres,
whereof she boasts the contemplation. Are Chastity,
Temperance, and Fortitude gifts of the minde ? I appeale
to Physitians whether the cause of these be not in the
body; health is the gift of the body, and patience in sick-
nesse the gift of the minde: then who will say that
patience is as good a happinesse, as health, when wee
must be extremely miserable to purchase this happinesse.
And for nourishing of civill societies and mutuall love
amongst men, which is our chief end while we are men;
I say, this beauty, presence, and proportion of the body,
hath a more masculine force in begetting this love, than
the vertues of the minde : for it strikes us suddenly, and
possesseth us immoderately; when to know those vertues
requires some Judgment in him which shall discerne, a
long time and conversation between them. And even at
last how much of our faith and beleefe shall we be driven
to bestow, to assure our selves that these vertues are not
counterfeited : for it is the same to be, and seem vertuous,
because that he that hath no vertue, can dissemble none,
but he that hath a little, may gild and enamell, yea and
transforme much vice into vertue : For allow a man to be
discreet and flexible to complaints, which are great ver-
tuous gifts of the minde, this discretion will be to him
the soule and Elixir of all vertues, so that touched with
this, even pride shall be made humility; and Cowardice,
honourable and wise valour. But in things seen there is
not this danger^ for the body which thou lovest and
esteemest faire, is faire: certainly if it be not faire in
perfection, yet it is faire in the same degree that thy
Judgment is good. And in a faire body, I do seldom sus-
pect a disproportioned minde, and as seldome hope for
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